
First Grade 

Reading: 
We have been learning all the good habits 
that great readers have.  We have also 
begun learning strategies for figuring out 
tricky words when we are reading.  We 
have learned how to check the pictures, 
look at all the parts of a word, and stretch 
out words when we are stuck. We are also 
learning to ask, does that make sense and 
think about the story as they read.    
You can help your child by reading with 
him/her every night! Have your child read 
to you every night.  Remind them to use 
the strategies they are learning in school 
when reading, instead of just asking what 
the word is.  
 
Writing: 
We are learning how to write “How To” 
stories on topics we are experts on!  The 
students are writing books where they are 
teaching other people how to do something.  
They are learning to use ‘bossy words’ and 
take small steps.  The students are 
practicing telling their stories aloud before 
they write. 
You can help your child by having your 
child teach you different things they know 
how to do.  Have them practice telling you 
each step to whatever they are doing.  
Remind them to use their fingers to tell 
each part of the story.  
 
Math: 
We have been working very hard on 
learning different strategies for solving 
addition problems. It is very important 
that your child know his/her addition 
facts.  We are learning strategies such as 
drawing pictures, using different 
manipulatives, using a number line, and 
using a hundreds chart to help us solve 
problems.  We are also learning how to 
explain how they solved a problem.    
You can help your child by asking them to 
explain how they solved a problem.  You 
can help your child build fluency by 
making flashcards for your child with 
addition facts within 20.  Practice addition 
facts every night! 
 

 
 
Fundations: 
We have been learning about all the letters 
of the alphabet and the sounds they make.  
We have also begun learning how to put 
sounds together to make words. We are 
learning how to tap out words to read, 
spell, and write.  We are also learning how 
to make sentences, remembering they 
begin with a capital letter and end with a 
period.   
You can help your child by practicing 
tapping out words and writing the words.  
Whenever they are writing, encourage 
them to tap out the word they are writing 
instead of asking for help. 
 
Sight Words; 
We cannot stress how important these 
words are. Sight words make up more than 
85% of the words we speak, Sight word list 
A is being sent home this week, please 
make sure you are practicing these words 
with your child, they will be tested on the 
words in two weeks.  
A great way to learn these words is to 
make flashcards.  Use the cards to practice 
reading and writing, and to play a memory 
game.  Have your child go on a sight word 
hunt and look through books or magazines 
and find all the words they can read. 
 
 
 
 


